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"Muhammad was not a pacifist," (Muhammad, Page No; 137) 

"But Muhammad had embarked upon a dangerous course." 

(Muhammad, Page No: 129) 



"Most of the qurraysh seemed to have forgotten all about the Muslim." 

(Muhammad, Page No: 126) 
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"Abu Jahl did not expect a battle. He had little conception of the horror of 
war, which he seemed to envisage as a kind of party complete, with dancing 
girls." (Muhammad, Page No: 133) 



But he was not a man of liilm and was still fired by the fierce impetuosity of 
jahiliyah. He did not understand that the values of gentleness and nonviolence 
were also central tu the Islamic ideal. Me was a man of action prone to reach, 
jahili-like, fur his sword without thinking matters through. Faced with 
Muhammad's apparent about-face at Hudaybiyah, he was bewildered and 
confused. (Muhammad. Page No: 185) 
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'If they are to meet the challenge of the day , Muslims must learn to 
understand our Western traditions and institutions , because they are not 
going to disappear. If Islamic societies did not do this ,he maintained, they 
would fail the test of the twentieth century. 1 (Muhammad Page No: 213) 
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In applying our principles let attention be paid to the character* of the people 
in whose country you live and act: a general, identical application of them, 
until such time as the people shall have been re-educated to our pattern, 
cannot succeed. But by approaching their application cautiously you will see 
that not a decade will pass before the most stubborn character will change 
and we shall add a new people to the ranks of those already subdued by us. 

(2006-/jfl)J^*l?jtf ^ Protocol -P-45 by Victor. Marsden) 
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Afterwards he found it almost impossible to describe the experience that sent 
him running in anguish down the rocky hillside to his wife Jt seemed to him 
that a devastating presence hade burst in to the cave where he was sleeping 
and gripped him in an overpowering embrace squeezing all the breath from 
his body. In his terror, Muhammad could only thing that he was being 
attacked by a jinn i, (MUHAMMAD Prophet for our lime by Karen Armstrong 
P# 21 print by Harper Press London) 

One of the fiery spirits who haunted the Arabian steppes and frequently one 
lured travelers from the right path. The jinn also inspired the bards and 
soothsayers of Arabia, One poet described his poetic vocation as a violent 
assault; his personal jinni had appeared to him without any warning , thrown 
him to the ground and forced the verses from his mouth. (Muhammad P#21) 



ci i>W&) 

So, when Muhammad heard the curt cummand 'Recite!' he immediately 
assumed that he too had become possessed. '[ am no Poet' he pleaded but his 
assailant simply crushed him again, until- just when he thought he could bear 
it no more- he heard the first words of a new Arabic scripture pouring, as if 
unhidden from his lips. (Muhammad P# 21, 22) 
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He had this vision during the month of Ramadan, 6IO CE. Later Muhammad 
would call it layla al -uadar (the 'Night of Destiny') because it had made him 
the messenger of Allah, the high god of Arabia. (Muhammad P# 22) 



But at the time ,he did not understand what was happening. He was forty 
years old, a family man ,and a respected merchant in Mecca, a thriving 
commercial city in the Hijaz. Like most Arabs of the time, he was familiar 
with the stories of !\oah, Lot, Abraham , Moses, and Jesus and knew that 
some people expected the imminent arrival of an Arab Prophet, but it never 
occurred to him that he would be entrusted with this mission. Indeed, when 
be escaped from the cave and run headlong down the slopes of mount Hira\ 
he was filled with despair. How could Allah have allowed him to become 
possessed? The Jinn where capricious, they were notoriously unreliable 
because they delighted in leading people astray. They situation in Mecca was 
serious. His tribe didn't need the dangerous guidance of a Jinni. They needed 
the direct intervention of Allah, who had always been a distant Figure in the 
past, and who, many believed, was identical with the God worshiped by Jews 
and Christians. (MUHAMMAD PU 22) 
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Some people expected the imminent arrival of an Arab Prophet ,but it never 
occurred to him that he would be trusted with this mission. (Muhammad P# 22) 



He had been certain that he had been send simply as a "Warner" to his own 
tribe and that " Islam was only for the people of mecca. ( Muhammad P# 92, 93) 

To reassure Muhammad, khadija consulted her cousin waraqah, the hanif, 
who had studied the scriptures of the people of the book and could give them 
expert advice. Waraqah was jubilant: 'Holy! Holy!' He cried, when he heard 
what had happened. f Jf you have spoken the truth to me, O khadi jah, there 
has come to him the great divinity. Who come to Moses aforetime, and lo, he 
is the prophet of his people. The next time Waraqah met Muhammad in the 
[laram; he kissed him on the forehead and warned him that his task would 
not be easy .Waraqah was an old man and likely to live much longer, he 
wished he could be alive to help Muhammad when the qurraysh expelled him 
from the city. Muhammad was dismayed. He could not conceive of a life 
outside Mecca. Would they really cast him out? He asked in dismay. 
Waraqah sadly told him that a prophet was without honor in his own 
country. (Muhammad P# 47, 48) 
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Afterwards he found it almost impossible to describe the experience that sent 
him running in anguish down the rocky hillside to his wife. It seemed to him 
devastating presence hade burst in to the cave where he was sleeping and 
gripped him in an overpowering embrace squeezing all the breath from his 
body. In his terror, Muhammad could only thing that he was being attacked 
by a jinni, one of the fiery spirits who haunted the Arabian steppes and 
frequently one lured travelers from the right path The jinn also inspired the 
birds and soothsayers of Arabia. One poet described his poetic vocation as a 
violent assault; his personal jinni had appeared to him without any warning , 
thrown him to the ground and forced the verses from his mouth ,So ,when 
Muhammad heard the curt command "Recite!" he immediately assumed that 
he too had become possessed. "I am no Poet" he played but his assailant 
simply crushed him again, until - just when he thought he could bear it no 
more- he heard the first words of a new Arabic scripture pouring, as if 
unbidden, from his lips. (Muhammad P# 21, 22) 
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When he escaped from the cave and run headlong dawn this si o pes of mount 
ilira', he was filled with despair. Now could Allah have allowed him to 
become possessed? The Jinn where capricious; they were notoriously 
unreliable because they delighted in leading people astray. (Muhammad P# 22) 
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They situation in Mecca was serious. His trihe didn't need to dangerous 
guidance of a Jimii. They needed the direct intervention of Allah, who had 
always been a distant figure in the past, and who, many believed, was 
identical with the God worshiped by Jews and Christians. (Muhammad P# 22) 
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When Muhammad came to himself, he was so horrified to think, after all his 
spiritual striving, that he had simply been visited by a Jinni that he no longer 
wanted to live. In despair, he fled from the cave and started to climb to the 
summit of the mountains to flings himself to his death. (Muhammad P# 46) 

Terrified and still unable to comprehend what had happened, Muhammad 
stumbled down the mountainside to Khadijah. By the time he reached her, 
was crawling on his hands and knees, shaking convulsively. 'Cove me!' he 
cried, as he flung himself into her lap. Khadijah wrapped him in a cloak and 
held him in her arms until his fear abated. She had no doubts at all about the 
revelation. This was no jinni, she insisted. God would never play such a curl 
trick on a man had honestly tried to serve him. (Muhammad P# 47) 
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Qur'an helps them to slow down their men tit I processes and enter a different 
mode of consciousness. 

The American scholar Michael sells describes what happens when the driver 
of a hot, crowded bus in Egypt plays a cassette of Qurani recitation; "A 
meditative calm begins to set in. people relax. The jockeying for space ends. 
The voices of those who are talking grow quieter and less strained .Others are 
silent, lost in thought. A sense of shared community overtakes the discomfort. 

(Muhammad P# 59) 
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But his assailant simply crushed him again, until just when he thought he 
could bear it no more- he heard the first words of a new Arabic scripture 
pouring, as if unbidden, from his lips. (Muhammad P# 21, 22) 
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When Muhammad came to himself, he was so horrified to think, after all his 
spiritual striving, that he had simply been visited by a Jinni that he no longer 
wanted to live. In despair, he fled from the cave and started to climb to the 
summit of the mountains to flings himself to his death .But there he had 
another vision. He saw a mighty being that filled the horizon and stood 
"Gazing at him, moving neither forward nor backward. He tried to turn 
away, but, he said afterwards. Towards whatever region of the sky I looked, 1 
saw him as before it was the sprite (ruh) of revelation, which Muhammad 
would later call Gabriel. But this was no pretty, naturalistic angel, hut a 
transcendent presence that defied ordinary human and spatial categories. 

(Muhammad P# 46, 47) 
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Revelation cannot be described in simple manner, and complexity of his 
experience made Muhammad very cautious of telling anybody about it. After 
the experience on Mount llira T . there were more vision -we do not know 
exactly how many - and then Muhammad's dismay, the divine voice fell silent 
and there were no further elevations,.,. It was a time of great desolation. Had 
Muhammad been deluded after all? Was the presence simply a mischievous 
jinni? Or had God found him wanting and abandoned him? For two long 
years, the heavens remained obdurately closed. (Muhammad P# 49) 
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Like most Arabs of the time, he was familiar with the stories of !Noah, Lot, 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. (Muhammad P/f 22) 

The Koran ^P^^(/^ l ^^^^ ( ^^l^^^^ J ^^^/' 

Several of which stories or some circumstances of them are taken from the 
old and New Testament, but many more from the apocryphal bonks and 
traditions of the Jews and Christians of those ages, set up in the Koran, 
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lie probably realized, at some deep level, that he had exceptional talent 

( Muhammad P# 39) 

"Muhammad was also seeking a new solution. (Muhammad P# 45) 



It was while he was making annual retreat on mount I lira in about the year 
six 6io that he experienced the astonishing and dramatic attack. The words 
that where squeezed, as if from the depths of his being, went to the root of the 
problem in Mecca. (Muhammad P#45) 
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"He had a talent for administration that would have enabled him to handle 
the biggest operations then carried out in Mecca, but the great merchants 
excluded him from inner circle His own dissatisfaction made. Him more 
aware of the unsatisfactory aspects of life in Mecca. In these, hidden years, he 
must have brooded over such matters .Eventually what had been maturing in 
the inner depths was brought to light ". 



The Christian notion of last Judgment was central to the early message of the 
Quran. (Muhammad P#61) 

Many Jews were friendly and Muhammad probably learned a great deal 
from them, hut some of the people of the Bonk had ideas that he found very 
strange indeed. The idea of an exclusive religion was alien to Muhammad. 

(Muhammad P# 120) 

Like most Arabs of the time ,he was familiar with the stories of Noah, Lot, 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus and knew that some people expected the 
imminent arrival of an Arab Prophet. (Muhammad P# 22) 
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"The earliest Passages of Quran show that it stands with the tradition of 
J u dean-Christian monotheism with its conceptions of God the creator, of 
resurrection and judgment, and of revelation. In late passages the dependence 
on the Biblical tradition becomes even more marked, for they contain much 
material from the old and Mew Testament ". 
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In common with the majority of Arabs at this time, Muhammad could neither 
read nor write. (Muhammad P# 58) 

The word Qur'an means "recitation" It was not designed for private perusal. 

(Muhammad P# 58) 



"Here there arc various possibilities. He might have met Jews and Christians 
and talked about religions matters with them, there were Christian Arabs on 
the borders of Syria, Christian Arabs or Abyssinian* from Yeman may have 
come to Mecca to trade or as slaves. Some of the nomadic tribes or clans were 
Christians, but may still have come to the annual trade fair at Mecca. There 
were also important Jewish groups settled at Medina and other places. Thus 
opportunities for conversation certainly existed. Indeed Muhammad is 
reported to have had some talks with Waraqah Khadijah's Christian cousin 
and during his life time his enemies tried to point to some of his contacts as 
the source of his revelation ". 



"The conclusion of this matter is that Muhammad received his knowledge of 
Biblical conceptions in general (as distinct from the details of some of the 
stories) from the intellectual environment of Mecca and not from reading or 
from the communication of specific individuals. Islam thus in a sense belongs 
to the Jews-Christian beeause it sprang up in a milieu that was permeated by 
biblical ideas. 

It has no apparent structure, no sustained argument or organizing. 

(Muhammad P# 58) 

They linked passages that initially seemed separates and integrated the 
different strands of the text, as one verse delicately qualified and 
supplemented others, (Muhammad P# 59) 



But some of the settled Arabs were becoming dissatisfied with this pagan 
pluralism .and were attempting to create an indigenous, Arabian 
monotheism. Shortly before Muhammad received his first revelation, they 
had seceded from the religious life of the haram. It was pointless, they had 
told their tribesmen, to run round and round the black stone . 
Which could "neither see, nor hear, nor hurt, nor help?" Arabs, they 
believed, had "corrupted the religion of their father Abraham,' so they were 
going to seek the banifiyvab, his "pure religion. This was not an organized 
sect, these lianifs all despised the worship of the stone effigies and believed 
that Allah was the only god, but not all interpreted this conviction identically, 
some expected that an Arab prophet would come with a divine mission to 
revive the pristine religion of Abraham, others thought that this was 
unnecessary: people could return to the hanifiyyah on their own initiative, 
some preached the resurrection of the dead and the last Judgment,: others 
converted to Christianity or Judaism as an interim measure, until the din 
Ibrahim (the religion of Abraham) was properly established. The Hanifs had 
little impact on their contemporaries, hecause they where chiefly concerned 
with their own personal salvation. They had no desire to reform the social or 
moral life of Arabia, and their theology was essentially negative. Instead of 
creating something new, they simply withdrew from the mainstream. Indeed 
the world hanif may derive from the root HNF:"to run away from ," they 
had a clearer idea of what they did not want than a positive conception of 
spiritual restiveness in Arabia at the beginning of the seventh century, and we 
know that Muhammad had close links with three of the leading of the Mecca, 
Ibaydullah ihn Jhsh was his cousin and YVaraqh ibn \awafal was a cousin of 
Khadijah: both these men became Christians. The nephew of Zayd Ibn Amr, 



who attacked the pagan region of Mecca so vehemently that he he was driven 
out of the city, become Muhammad moved in ha nail circles, and may have 
sa tired Zayd's yearning for divine guidance. One day, heft) re he had been 
expelled from Mecca, Zayd had stood beside the Kabah inveighing against the 
corrupt religion of the haram but suddenly, he broke,"Oh Allah!" cried, "if I 
knew how you wished to be worshipped, I would so worship you, but I don 
not know, (Muhammad P# 43, 44) 
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HE BEGAN QUIETLY, speaking about his revelations to a small band of 
friends and family members, who became enthusiastic and sympathetic 
disciples, convinced that he was the long-awaited Arab prophet. But 
Muhammad realized that most of the Quraysh would find it well- nigh 
impossible to accept this. The messengers of Allah had all heen towering 
figures, founding fathers of society. Some had even worked miracles. How r 
could Muhammad measure up to Moses or Jesus? Quraysh had watched him 
growing up; they saw him going about his business in the market .eating and 
drinking like everybody else, (Muhammad P# 53) 
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All this talk of revelation was out rageous! Muhammad had made the whole 
thing up. Why should he alone, of all the Quraysh, have received a divine 
message? "Muhammad was mad; he had led astray a jinni; he was a sorcerer, 
who lured young people away from their fathers Sunnah by magic arts. When 
he was asked to validate his claims by working by miracle-as Moses or Jesus 
done- he admitted that he was an ordinary mortal like themselves. 

(MUHAMMAD P# 77) 
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Muhammad's horizons were beginning to expand. He had been certain that 
he had been send simply as a "Warner" to his own tribe and that 'Islam was 
only for the people of Mecca. But now he was beginning to look further afield 
to the people of the Bonk, who had received earlier revelations. Despite 
confidence that this gave him, he was now desperte. (Muhammad P# 92, 93) 



that in his desire to avoid an irrevocable breach with the quraysh, 
Muhammad sat down by himself ..wishing that nothing he revealed to him 
that would drive them away. (Muhammad P# 69) 

One day, Tahari continues, Muhammad was sitting beside the kahah with 
some of elders, reciting a new surah, in which Allah tried tn reassure his 
critics: Muhammad had not intended to cause all this trouble, the divine voice 
insisted; he was not deluded inspired by a jitirii: he had experienced a true 
vision of the divine and of the divine and was simply telling his people what 
he had seen and heard. But then, to his surprise, Muhammad found himself 
chanting some verses about the three 'daughters of Cod": 'Have you, then 
ever considered what you are worshipping in Al-lat and Al-uzza, as well as 
Manat, the third, the other ? 

Immediately the Quraysh sat up and listened intently. The loved goddesses 
who mediated with Allah on their behalf. 'These are the evalted gharaniq. 
'Muhammad continued, 'whose intercession is approved . 
Tabari claims that these words were put his lips by the shaytan ('tempter'). 
This is very alarming notion to Christian, who regard Satan as a figure of 
monstrous evil. The Quran is certainly familiar with the story of the fallen 
angel who defied God: it calls him Iblis (a contraction of the Greek diabolos : 
'devil'). But the shaytan who inspired this gracious compliment to the 
goddesses was far less threatening creature. Shaytan were simply a species of 
jinni; they were "tempters" who suggested the empty, facile, and self- 
indulgent yearnings that deflected humans from the right path. Like all jinn, 
the shaytan were ubiquitous, mischievous, but not on a par with the devil. 
Muhammad had been longing for a peace with the Quraysh; he knew how 
devoted they were to goddesses and many have thought that if he could find a 
way of incorporating the gharaniq into his eligion. they might look more 
kindly on his message. When he recited the rogue, verses, it was his own 
desire talking-not Allah-and the endorsement of the goddesses proved to be a 
mistake. Like any other Arab, he naturally attributed his error to a shaytan. 

(Muhammad P# 69, 70, 71) 
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'These are the e salted gharaniq. * Muhammad continued 1 , whose intercession 
is approved. (Muhammad P# 70) 



Muhammad had been longing for a peace with the Quraysh; he knew how 
devoted they were to goddesses and many have thought that if he could find a 
way of incorporating the gharaniq into his religion, they might look more 
kindly on his message. (Muhammad l'# 70) 
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The endorsement of the goddesses proved to be a mistake like any other 
Arab; he naturally attributed his error to a shay tan. (Muhammad P# 70, 7.1 ) 

Muhammad had not implied that the three 'daughters of God 'were on the 
some level as Allah. They were simply intermediaries, like the angels whose 
intercession is approved in the same surah .3 5, lews and Christians have 
always found such mediators compatible with their monotheism. The new 
verses seemed a truly propitious gesture and their effect on the Qurysh was 
electrifying. As soon as Muhammad had finished his recitation, he prostrated 
himself in prayer, and to his astonishment, the Ouray shan elders knelt down 
beside him, humbly pressing their foreheads to the ground. The news spread 
like wildfire through the city: 'Muhammad has spoken of our gods in 
splendid fashion I He alleged in what he recited that they are the exalted 
gharaniq whose intercession is approved! '36 the crisis was over. The elders 
told Muhammad 1 ;\\t know that Allah kills and gives life, creates and 
preserves, but these our goddesses pray to Him for us, and since you have 
now permitted them to share divine honors with Him, we therefore desire to 
unite with you . 

But Muhammad was troubled. This was too easy. Were the Quraysh really 
going to amend their behavior, share their wealth with the poor, and be 
content to become the humble" slaves" of God? It did not seem likely, lie was 
also disturbed by the jubiant words of the elders; he had certainly not meant 
to imply that the goddesses" shared divine honors" with Allah. While 



everybody else was celebrating ,Muhhammad went home, shut himself away, 
and meditated. That night Gabriel, the spirit of revelation, came to him; 
'What have you done, Muhammad?' he asked 1 . You have recited to those 
people something I did not bring you from God have said what He did say to! 
Muhammad's Wish for a compromise had distorted the divine massage. He 
was immediately contrite, but God consoled him with a new r revelation. All 
the previous prophets had mad similar 'satanie' mistakes, (Muhammad P# 70, 
71,72) 
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N'os does the shameless drunkness of Noah accord well with the character of 
the pious hero of the flood story. (Encyclopaedia Brilaniea. Volume- 1 6. Page# 

476) 
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^U yy ^5 flPf^J* f*&Stf\ u^-iU 



lb* tfM uiJ ps»W ja il wSUi <iii •&T t jl *ijys ^J ^ ^jJl^l jj pii 

*A»$ SI -O ^jiJ U JUI ^ jU*^ J|ty» yi^b-1 Jtt4^ ^Uj 



t£I <*£>* jjl (P^ **AW tii>*» 



0UJI l**-£J Ljj ^j>mJ1 ^JJLg xi £J ^j j^ jl^ ,j=j^i j* Cd£J ,yl l~D 

a#&»S/uJ*£u/j^fd*tfiiffv*J\r4^4iv2<^^d&*%£S 



(A* f Af ( £ t T,tJf/P*rf-> ^j-^t ^jS ^1 Jj M_jJ| Qjj ^ Sj^i JUjJI (j^=J |^jI 

.j&jlJldjfc? J^ tf «_ J^fci ^ ,jj JM -*-** 



a\ <-AJ&f\ffjfor*j>t tf #/</ J0/7l? [sfjfi «=^£_^j Jiri <^j>\ u» *Sa 



£ i/i J.\£\$o£ £ tiX^i u%f v H&L4ty »< L £~\j\ £ </i jl/r^)( 

? £-^_X<?- ^ 0* £" (Ji /-> Ji « ~ \*-/£ *-i ifrfjl £ ~l ^J i_ (/' V-^> 

^,£jy/^\£j^S^^%^^£^^Ui£r^J\^^6^^^\(f4 
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^j.j*fr^j.^^dLjiM$\£^^£\^£^jL^JZWiJ\.^£f&Z 



t36tM«cf 2Vt**/> t\f\fjj$ ^^Hft 

j> s'u^ ^< b ^ ljj* r fe ^^ 



^•^J^/'ijf) Lit JjuoqLJ ^bJ«>_, babwv^ |>4l L^*jj 

w£jj ^£ k a (j£ I'i^J.-i «#*•? dt^ft 



i'iPi> um$j *ij*a* 
^^-L-^!*^ j-iJlj j-fciJlj US'/ jit .x^l^ >j\c4 b 4^ uLg Jll U 



u-jj4il4iliJ)W* JliLjOii^ cJUjj yljt^fl liliij A — aj £t \^Ui^^ ^all -tfjjljj 



{&xd$00 ! *$ &* yJ J- Oft) J*y <f ^^ if^OiM)^ ^jSa *-»>» f& 
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(i»Afi*r^T 



-6?* Uf ^/* ^ «a4 \$jcJ)*9 d^£ h} fit A ifdlSfaiSt-i Of"* ft (C/^) 

(j^dX^t^j/jC/jst/iJx^Ut^ii/t^^i^tx^^A^^^^^-X 

41 ~ur /i_ u^i ; g 4^" ^r ,u r ^// ftw > df> *y* ** ^ 

(fl+trt» , t*sef_ fc J|/luj»*) Jj^Ij QUI fSJmJ ft* <^j*i 



jii £-4 /d< l5 >£? Ab *-k t- i s. Ut/^ JL Aj »jP /</' I- 0>sJ> £~ d// 

i^juji o^ r 5 ^ r*^ 15 - o*^ 1 o^ 1 ^ o 1 W^ ^ 6 1 I* sfcM s^-juuj 



4^1 !^^- i^ji uu tjHi ja - (ji^^iu* 1 o& 0> u j l^ o 1 W u-u-ie y 

L< UiiUjj* kill i^L^c ^1 ,j| IJ ^.yt f J] Uj^-jlj - p2^ r >*— I ^ *^-j ffj^^r—lj j/AsJI 

-wJi/i^r) j^cU? W^ilj >-£JU^ lj- ; .ijj - Qj-L** lyUS" L* JLj j jjpJI *Sy _ (j^Sj \j 

(ll^t-lldia^T 

yij tf ^ \jj i_ v t u? J_b La (Q& f *j>M (4p f^k 'if** ^ii/i- j* Air 

. uj-J^- Wi^l W W^ - i)a***1fSM«** f ^i^ ^^jIj ^jjI juts V 



c-Lfy^jd p, ^U(J^^f j r / ?*77i J '^i(> y *^ld/r;i I he Bible The Biography) -\f\JZ\$jfe£tX 

&*$ &fs >-*$ u? {^j? if*- &L>/azJ?i<a!&^<£'W JV^V' 



L.ti*J& }j\ii$-$t\*£LJ&$\fi Church History wlX& Johnn C. Dwyer 
.lotion C. Dwycr;i Church History) -&i\LJ&&\j$$&J$\{tfultfk1t&{tfMlt$\Jfe 

$,lijf*lfj'jfrj?l«{-&fiui At Home With GOl>* s People wPlX'^-J"^ 

f*Jfaif>JJ&L.O& ^J^U^ifut LJji#Aj4Pi& TS&v^iQJi* if 
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U4 4 J* SV** jbUIj - i^lj ^ lt^-j 4*, JUJI K^ M\ 

(rtfc-lA^f^/w^-) i^UasJl J-aij JUSoJl aLjfj 4S1* lijJLij 



""!. L - I i J* £U*Li d>a* 
ift~ t/l L- Mm Jig rfi i- d^T fi*\}?t^ *4 \J\ >*> \m 7 ^ 0? /d/.Jl> ^ 



£l£ot>yr^?.\f^\i£o?jf$^&£tf i &^j>i&.J?£i\£f(fi&.£ 
m?e-j±3 k-\ *j L- ii S^~ Jm/l ot j^>j Jj* £-.1} J iftftgjf 

Jtfjif* 

jfji Jt <-j% £ jy/ {fi\£ njPnf \£f? jt ^Ui: c/id" f<$- ^k^4\S^ 
tffjfah£^&tJ*£^$ohfM&*f\tf\ i Afo*/u%v**^&J>h^^ 



Jtfjf/$fL&frj* 

Ji\ j, U *$/ ^S 4* (JtP JH J" Ju J^j y (^/ifuVS J &•/ if {fit 3& *-As -»' *czf 

jfaJi^tf *-&&*& $a$34& ^j ^ CT^iJjf j? i^ t/^sP tfsAJIjfi A 

{r\Nirft£-\jC e-J/i *f {&£&&**}» ri U* in> i~ufj \£A jm\ Jl iii^ 
0dfa2- 0>J*JS XqJtf£fLf*.U dd'^- ufttCMi o??cfl /a*f-\j4fLJZ[jJ 

L if I o[ f% tf^ tffo &^a Ju t3S0A »i tiJ Aftf&U J- <-A £ urfft 
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LiJ^IS" jSlSjjlJjJ /^UL^ji _U r ^s.j^L»Jl ati-jVj Syj olsSJi A>. (jr *i \j 

j-^t'WaJ 1 ^V« U-J o 'j»*a>- j 'Jlj— 5 ^u! 1 y* A-*iSo LiJua* ^j-^-J vJ-i-j 4)1 jjl 



fM<b t**M& aj^tt 
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^j82-jtuHf£ji££j&f t Jf/ni(j'iifcofiafl'i*-tx&"& ij'/d'i/ 

-ZLrJuffos^fr^/Ut 'The Bible, The Quran and Science' 
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(141,142^* 
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Ut~M$/ *-j% £_ ^ C tfV (|>i J^JCijt of J utfJt -^_ fj* i^cf jj/ jjI ,J 4 u$ 



(151,152 J*l%>0 f^jj UaU *iy&Jf i>J 

a fed $&£%aL(Ij* 

ji\iJl2^^h\.jLiJj\ji\ (Pollen) ^^tf^/l^^t^l-jU jTl^^^Jj* 
fd-J^JiZ-slJ^J^tiStJftdt^uitJj^tL (Hazel) Jj£f B>U«^l^ 

04 *&?J$ : *£*4 jjfyJi ~iJf^* >z fofa tfvb 4^1 i%X *i j^i <ii? 



&rajjbiri jJljI C UJ1 U-yl 3 
-^ f ^ Lf^ tf y^ t^Jjt^j l ^^>y ^T^^ Lt> rw^.s^^s^^ t^l wTl i_ ^^ Jt5^ii L^t/fj t3' *'^> 



-#**^\AdLtf\J\£^t t }sJ\f*&stf £ \f£*J'i 
ji\ t-fz JfA f*xj$ i&tiifi&bs/JZ LU%J jH \J\ JLUFJZ) u fjt J* 4 

/& 41 \f£-\j\ {J* fyf ***> i/jn * &j$ t$? \$jp ifoK^ii u& ui** if 

(ja-^JLJ^ l_jj £* 4-i v*2J^ L r^ = ^ <JiJ*^ 

$tf£ & yCO-i 4V^ Br ^/jJ.£2-*>f\^ J> ev Xj_ tf ^ 



(f20O9; y ^^>^J^^L^^f^'17i*^(^<c'/3l The Bibk The Biography) 

(.lOmj/^^j'S^^^Jf.^ 6$J'J:iyA&/j\T\ic Bible Tlic Biography ) 
\jL&H-2?tfU»4d[xJ\!\Jt£$ (Proofs) c£Uj J ti)i-fi-Jt?i{ tfeuAJ&l 
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/diS&di #\ bx\ /03& Jut <L v^'k-* fV ' ^ ^* ^ f£-Jffy -> £■ fa 
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\£tfij* sji&tfjr $$JJ% 3sf->?j>\bJt ifM <^j*i\$} j/uj jt j2s £ok^M 



When the Muslim gathered to pray together in the Haram, Muhammad 
found himself surrounded by 'the young men and weak people of the city.' 
Muhammad welcomed them warmly into his little company, hut he must have 
wondered how a movement of such peripheral people could succed, 

(Muhammad Pit 54) 

£Lfj3\ tffjfif L. if* ^ J* Ji fa >Jl7Z-it JC\ ££i-f&Af JL (/ i$y ^ 

The 'Weak* people were not all down-and-outs, this technical tribal term 
denoted inferior tribal status rather poverty. Muhammad's most zealous 
follower at this point was his friend Attiq Ibn I'sman who was usually known 
by his kunya Abu Dakar He was a successful wealthy merchant but like 
Muhammad he came from a weak clan that had fallen on hard times. Abu 
Bukar was well liked and of easy manners. (Muhammad Pit 55) 

Muhammad had now given up hope of converting the Mecca establishment 
and he must concentrate on the disaffected poorer people, who were eager for 
his message. This was an important turning point, which is recorded 
poignantly in the Quran. Muhammad had been so absorbed in a discussion 
with some of the Mecca grandees that he impatiently 'frowned and turned 



away' when a blind man approached him with a question. God reproved 
Muhammad severely: a prophet must approach all members of the 
community with the same respect. He must move beyond the aristocratic 
ethos of mil rim ah: Quran was for rich and poor alike. In brushing the blind 

man aside as though he did not matter, Muhammad had behaved like a kafir . 

(Muhammad Pit 77, 78) 
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In must have been very difficult indeed for the Muslims, brought up in the 
jahili spirit, to practice hilm and turn the other cheek Even Muhammad 
sometime had to struggle to maintain his composure. One of the early surahs 
expresses his rage against his uncle Abu Lahab and his wife, who used to 
scatter sharp thorns outside his house. (Muhammad P# 81) 

(siJ'<ufis&) j$iA>j££J6jt\£/£^\ 
^&$\X\/^£l£tf1cj$Mf\4$J&Xcfik&>ifi ' 

Mi \fj& id, jl *,jy 41 _ji* £% %j £ v f Ju?il > S>* & *>£ £<J< jji 
4{M^j£i7j?fjfr£tfi6j?lfiLJfi£J*j*x^J , if'Ae)jf 



tWV Ji/Ji ^ oif* 6 *?**/* ty£>4C\j!j&\^x^ j/^*,/* 

Ali's sister If mm Hani' arrived to plead for the lives of two of her relatives 
who had taken part in the fighting ,Kven though though 'Ali and Katima 
wanted them executed; Muhammad immediately promised that they would 
be safe. He had no desire for bloody reprisals. Nobody was made to accept 
Islam nor do they seem to have felt any pressure to do so Reconciliation was 
still Muhammad's objective. (Muhammad P# ] 99-200) 



'Muhammad issued a general amnesty. . (Muhammad P# 20) 

Relatives of Safwan aiurikrimah begged fur their lives; Muhammad 
promised that, if they accepted his leadership, they were free to enter Mecca, 
Both decided to return and 'Ikrimah was the first to accept Islam. 
Muhammad greeted him affectionately and forbade anybody to vilify- his 
father, Abu Jahl. (Muhammad P# 202) 

*sf*j&) \yfC £,.?<> e-£^\$*-l^j$ L iftis V L L i/t ji\ (£ Jj\s *j jt jijfl 

(149 J" 
His most hated enemies were not only reinstated but promoted and showered 
with gifts. (Muhammad P# 204) 

One of the early surahs expresses his rage against his uncle Abu Lahab and 
his wife, who used to scatter sharp thorns outside his house. (Muhammad P# 81) 
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J>tff Aa^i-* i^/TJV&j JifuJib Sj^t&i £&ttj»i Hiftf^/^j \jFty 
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' and established a religious and social framework for the life of a sixth of 

the human race today. This is not the work of a traitor or a leather 1 

(Muhammad at Madina P# 323 f* Jf&MJif) 

' and established a religious and social framework for the life of a sixth of 

the human race today. This is not "He gained men's respect and confidence 
by the religious basis of his activity and by qualities such as courage, 
resoluteness, impartiality and firmness inclining to severity hut tempered hy 
generosity. In addition to these he had a charm of manner which won their 
affection and secured their devotion. (Muahmmad prophet and statscman P# 231 

&* XufjiLA £ &Uf* tf#tjJ&£j>i i5jh^%J<i)£>i **,1ji « Ju!f tfi ^J r T 
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'I his reminds us of the fact that Muhammad himself actually possessed a 
generous nature, that he was able to let the past he forgotten, and that he 
often showed an understanding of how to win over former enemies hy 

magnanimity 1 . (Muhammd the man and his faith P# 7 1 f > (jfWJi^) 

'It is rarclv that a victor has exploited his victory with greater self-restraint 
and forbearance then did Mohammad, 1 (Muhammd the man and bis faith P# 166 

'His position as a ruler was strengthened by his generosity, and his ability to 
set personal opinions and feelings aside in order to reach larger goals', 

(Muhammd the man and his faith P# 167 f^ jkifJ^J^f} 

'Such moral self-consciousness doubtless presupposes an absence of apparent 
contradiction between Mohammad's religious ideal of life and his personal 
conduct/ (Muhammd the man and his 1'ailh P# 1 80 f^jkoJ^J/^ 



i_ J( *_-> \f i&i- <r* fa > U*J -£>* J& ^/^ * f- tj/^l l?J 2_k Jfcf Ulrf 

'In all his dealings he was fair and upright, and as he grew in years his 
houorahle bearing on for him the title of Al-Ameen the faithful 1 . ( Muhammd 

and Islam ?U 9 f* JrJjM^fi) 

'Considering his persistent opposition, Mahomet had upon the whole treated 
him throughout with much forehea ranee. 1 (Muhammd and Islam P# 205 Jl/> 



Muhammad's position in Mecca remained dangerously insecure. During the 
hajj of 620, he again visited the pilgrims who were camping in the valley of 
Minn .going from tent to tent in the hope of attracting supportand protection. 

(Muhammd P# 101 (^jlrt/t^J^ 
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^j\i\£%&#j\f4ijij\$.\iij\if i £&b\fr^i* 

Muhammad was emotionally and physically drined by the strain of the last 
few years. He had always been emotionally dependent upon his women and 
this made him vulnerable. When he decided to tack another wife .tongues 
started to wag again. Zaynab bint jahsh had always been close to 
Muhammad; she was his cousin, but she was also the wife of Zayd, his 
adopted son. Muhammad had arranged the match himself shortly after the 
hijrah Zaynab had for from enthusiastic: Zayd was not physically 
repossessing and she may even then have been interested in Muhammad 
himself , 

Zaynab was now in her last thirties, but, despite the harsh climate and 
condition of Arabia, sea was still extremely beautiful. A pious woman, she 
was a skilled leather-worker and gave all the proceeds of her craft to the 
poor. Muhammad seems to have seen her with new eyes and to have fallen in 
love quite suddenly when he had called at her hous one afternoon to speak to 
Zayd, who happened to be out. Not expecting any visitors, Zaynab had come 
to the door in dishabille, more revealingly dressed than usual, and 
Muhammad had averted his eyes hastily, muttering 'praise be to Allah, who 
changes men's hearts! 1 shortly afterwards, Zaynab and Zayad were divorced. 
The marriage had even been happy Zayd was glad to release her. (Muhammd 
P# 1 67) 
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/.aynab was now in her last thirties, but* despite the harsh elimate and 
condition of Arabia, sea was still extremely beautiful. (Muhammd ?U 167) 

r f t?A C *-uu »\ iti> *J±£ JV/ J2i?&$d:7*\£&\> i// \S^j */> 

Muhammad seems to have seen her with new eyes and to have fallen in love 
quite suddenly when he had called at her house one afternoon to speak to 
Zayd, who happened to be out. Not expecting any visitors, Zaj nab had come 
to the door in dishabille, more revealingly dressed than usual, and 
Muhammad had averted his eyes hastily, muttering 'praise be to Allah, who 
changes men's hearts! 1 shortly afterwards, Zaynab and Zayad were divorced. 
The marriage had even been happvZavd was glad to release her. (Muhammd 
P# 167) 

(/ if Jjf J lPja/I (jc/l -d> <-i 0& i-Jtf&J*/^ *,J*rt^f t? jf^-feiJ^ J* 



'The last feature to be noted about Muhammad's marriages is that he used 
both his own and those of the closest companions to further politic ill ends. 
This was doubtless a continuation of older Arabian Practice, All 
Muhammad's own marriages can be seen to have a tendency to promote 
friendly relations in the political sphere .Khadijah brought him wealth and 
the beginning of influence in Meccan politics .In the case of Sow da h, whom he 
married at Mecca, the Chief aim may have been to provide for the widow of a 
faithful Muslim, as also in the later marriage with Zaynab bint Khuzaymah; 
but Sawdah's husband was the brother of a man whom Muhammad perhaps 
wanted to keep from becoming an extreme opponent; and Zaynab's husband 
belonged to the clan of al-Muttalib, for which Muhammad had a special 
responsibility, while he was also cultivating good relation with her own tribe 
of Amir bin Sasaah. His first wives at Medina, Aishah and Hafsah, were the 
daughters of the men on whom he leaned most, Abu Bakr and 1 1 mar; and 
II mar also married Muhammad's grand -daughter, iiinm Kulthum bint AIL 
I 'mm Sal a mail was not merely a deserving widow 7 , but a close relative of the 
leading men of the Meccan clan of Mukhzam. Juwayriyah was the daughter 
of the chief of the tribe of al-Mustaliq, with whom Muhammad had been 
having special trouble. Zaynab bint Jahsh, besides being Muhammad's 
cousin, was a confederate of the Meccan clan of Abd Shams, but a social 
motive may have outweighed the political one in her case to demonstrate that 
Muhammad had broken with old taboos nevertheless the clan of Abd Shams 
and Abu Sufyan b. Harb in particular , were in his thouhts for abu sufyan had 
a muslim daughter umm Habibah , married to a brother of Zaynab bint 
jahsh; and when the husband died in Ahyssinia , Muhammad sent a 
messenger thre to arrange a marriage with her the marriage with May in una h 
would similarly help to cement relations with her brother in law 
Muhammad's uncle ,al Abbas there may also have been political motives in 
the unions with the Jewesses , Saliyah and Ravhanah , 
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Aislia, who was always prone to jealousy, happened to be with Muhammad 
when he received this divine message. Dow very convenient! She remarked 
tartly, 'Truly thy Lord makes haste to do thy bidding!' As usual, tensions in 
the harem reflected divisions in the community as a whole: Miiliaiiimmad's 
marriage to one of his own cousins would further the politicals ends of the 
Prophet's family, advancing the cause of the ah I al-beit. Because of the 
scandal, Muhammad insisted that the entire community attend the wedding 
celebrations. The courtyard was crowded with guest, many of them hostile to 
the Prophet, and the atmosphere would not have been pleasant. Eventually 
the party began to break up. (Muhammd P# 168) 

£*%. s> *a wt £.!/**& ifi* £&& £ J\2-6& $J ^^J^ £ &fJ& &i 



tfjf/ifhM \f/\j&2-\ **s£-<^jb\ t/jV £ tfJjfjug € \fJziJr z 

Jj)^jiftff/££\Ji£{*jty'^\sisj\J\J!^^^j^/&&^£o>fi 

^>f}wJ$\ffa^j»tef$^ty\)A$f\j$£ofiM4z~J ir $J%uz* 

\£4£#9£j\a\ u* JD* \$£o}rf£\jM£+xfft4i ^Tj^J^i^/tXi»i 

j^£^\JL^^\^£j\^^^JLs^^^J^\^S^Kp^0^fy 
d^4ijsitMtyj$U*[£*Mffyi£^&V*JVBM4dZ/tfj\sJ\s*X 

£\/i jtZJ&jhfiS/s ii-U* & ffiif-Jf e^-O^ £d$iHftf?\f*~ 
£ofj&*iS t sdlJ\fi$Lsj£j!*iid*i*f<^>£b*L-J t ^»5*f 

£h xz<-ifj6\ fustrftii £{? < LrOii£Z-bi?i>&.i'£$ r jb* T J f J *$u 
{$*(tj\±-s,£L.\J\ t Ji£of}$J<-J^ sAi^ut^^A^^ 4> 
U^f JL\£\f\(LJ'j&i$}J:~ij$&i4 £ z- j^£^t)^J^/S£JV /jb/£ 
^Jj^/^^^^/J^A££0\^£jf^/S^^M^^\^ 



tj*tM ^ j£, ^ |^i 4^ s -Oil ^ 131 4^>* ^fj ^ o^ u J 



-JL&yijttjf.c^ Ji^j^i I'll* 

4- a £ V0 ji at/ 6# *^ ^j */■> J! t* £ ti>*u f£^ t ^^M^^ 



Muhammad smiled — he had a smile of great sweetness, whieh almost 
everybody found disarming, (Muhammd F# 153) 
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Muhammad's harem has excited a deal of prurient and ill-natured 
speculation in the West, hut in Arabia, where polygamy was more common 
than the monogamous married that Muhammad had enjoyed with khadijah, 
it would have been commonplace. These marriages were not romantic or 
sexual loved affairs but were undertaken largely for practical ends. 

(Muhammd P# 140, 105) 

jj £#>& y X iJ &i&* if* ttfAuiA^JV-* -^ W * ^ r w da«tfiJ r 

The marriage expressed the attitude of reconciliation and forgiveness that he 
was trying to promote. (Mufaamnid P# 192) 



They hud defied the might of the Qiirraysh by taking the migrants in because 
rhey expected some material advantage, and here too , Muhammad had to 
deliver. At the very least, he had to ensure that the emigrants did not become 
a drain upon the economy. But it was difficult for them to earn a living, 

(Muhammad P# 126) 
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Medina was well placed to attack the Meccan caravans on their way to and 
from Syria, and shortly after Muhammad had arrived in Medina, he had 
started to send bands of Emigrants on raiding expedition .Their aim was not 
to shed blood, but to secure an income by capturing camels .merchandise, and 
prisoners. (Muhammad P# 126, 127) 

The women made another demand :sincc raiding was so crucial to the 
economy, why could the not bear arms, too? (Muhammad P# 157) 



Many of the pilgrims — - Helpers and Emigrants alike - — continued to feel 
cheated and resentful. How, the Emigrants asked, were they supposed to earn 
a living if they could no longer attack the Meccan caravans? Muhammad 
knew that he could not allow this discontent to fester; somehow he had to find 
a way of compensating them without damaging the truce, so after 
[ludaybiyah, he directed the Muslims 1 attention to the north, away from 
Mecca. (Muhammad P# 191) 
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Some of its inhabitants engaged in trade, but most were farmers, making a 
living out of their dates, palm orchards, and arable fields. Unlike the 
Qurravsli, they were not w hoik depended upon commerce. (Muhammad P# 
I0I> 



Their aim was not to shed blood, but to secure an income by capturing 
camels, merchandise, and prisoners. (Muhammad P# 136, 127) 

Even though the Emigrants desperately needed an income, plunder was not 
his primary object. (Muhammad P# 127) 
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So Nadir packed up their possessions, even taking down the lintels of their 
doors rather than leave them to Muhammad, and left Medina in a proud 
procession, as though they were in trump. The women dressed in all their 
jewels and finery, beating tambourines and singing to the accompaniment of 
pipes and drums. (Muhammad P# 150-151) 
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When he called upon the Jewish tribe of Nadir to collect the blood money for' 
Amir, he narrowly escaped an assassination attempt: some members of Nadir 
had planned to drop a boulder on the Prophet from a nearby rooftop. 

(Muhammad P# 142) 

But Muhammad was caught in tragic mural dilemma: the justification for the 
jihad against the Qurraysh had been exclusion from their native city, which 
was condemned by the Quran as a great evil. Now, trapped in the aggressive 
conventions of Arabia. He was compelled to eject another people from their 
home land, (Muhammad P# 142) 
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They surrendered begging only that their live be spared .Muhammad agreed, 
on condition thai they left the oasis immediately, taking with them only those 
goods that they could carry on their camels. (Muhammad P# 150) 
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So Nadir packed up their possessions ,even taking down the lintels of their 
doors rather than leave them to Muhammad .and left Medina in a proud 
procession, as though they were in trump. The women dressed in all their 
jewels and finery, beating tambourines and singing to the accompaniment of 
pipes and drums. (Muhammad P# 150, 15 1( 
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In the space of two short years, Muhammad had expelled two powerful tribes 
from Medina. (Muhammad P# 151) 
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A covenant was drawn up between the prophet and Arab and Jewish tribes of 
Medina, who agreed to live peaceably beside the Muslims and promised not 
to make a separate treaty with Mecca. (Muhammad P# 137) 
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The fear of an imminent .Mecca 11 attack was a welling the opposition party in 
Medina. Ibn Ubayy and his supporters were backed by three of the largest 
Jewish tribes-Nadir, Qurayzah and Qaynuqa'- who depended upon their 
commercial links with the Qurraysh and wanted no part in any war against 
Mecca. A third column was opening up in the. Oasis .About ten w r eek after 
Badar, Abu Sufyan let a token ghazu of two hundred men to the field outside 
Medina, and under cover of night slipped into the territory of Nadir, where 
he was entertained by its chief, Sallam Ibn Mishkan according to Ibn hhaq, 
'given him secret information about the Muslims. (Muhammad PU 140) 
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The tragedy nf Qurayzah may have seemed expedient to the Arabs of 
Muhammad's time, but is nut acceptable to us today, Nor was it what 
Muhammad had set out to do. His original aim had been to end the violence 
of jahilivah, but he was now behaving like an ordinary Arab chieftain. 

(Muhammad PU 163) 
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I lowei er, important to note that the Qurayzah were not killed on religious or 
racial ground. (Muhammad P# 142) 
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'Overnight Muhammad had become the enemy. 1 {Muhammad P# 75) 

It must have been very difficult indeed for the Muslims, brought up in the 
jahili spirit, to practice hilm and turn the other cheek. Even Muhammad 
sometime had to struggle to maintain his composure. (Muhammad P# 81) 
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Quran shows that some of the Emigrants found the very idea of fighting 
distasteful But Muhammad was not discouraged. (Muhammad Vti 127) 



But Muhammad had embarked upon a dangerous course. He was living in a 
chronically violent society and he saw these raids not simply as a means of 
bringing in much - needed income, hut as a way of resolving his quarrel with 
the Quraysh. (Muhammad P# 129) 

'Muhammad issued a general amnesty." (Muhammad P# 201) 

'Muhammad was not a pacifist.' (Muhammad P# 137) 

'He had wanted to cut the cycle of violence and dispossession, not continue it.' 

(Muhammad P# 151) 
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Jt was nearly time to make good nn Abu Sufiya's parting shot after I hud:' 
'Next year at Badar! f but Muhammad was playing a very dangerous game. 
He had to make a show of strength. (Muhammad P# 151) 

J J? JtjJt J\s JLi J? l/T j& (ffc-j ~t£ fJ$ &*t&t) \Si^i\ M £ »\ Jk wl 

He had staged a defiant show of strength, which, it was hoped, would bring 
the conflict to an end .Change was coming to this desperate, primitive society, 
but for the time being .violence and killing on this scale were the norm. 

(Muhammad P# 162) 
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During the last five years, many Muslims had died for their religion; others 
had risked everything and given up family and friends. Vet now Muhammad 
had calmly handed the advantage back to the Quraysh and the pilgrims must 
agree to go home meekly, without even forcing the pilgrims must agree to go 
home meekly, without even forcing the pilgrimage issue the treaty assaulted 
every single jahili instinct. (Muhammad P# 184) 
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Muslims were not supposed to he men of war; they were characterized by the 
spirit of hilm. (Muhammad P# 189) 

It was not violence and self-assertion, but the spirit of mercy courtesy and 
tranquility that would cause the ummah to grow. (Muhammad P# 190) 

On the astonishment of the quraysh, the entire pilgrim throng left the city 
that night in good order. There were no loud protests, no attempt to repossess 
their old homes. (Muhammad P# 194) 
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